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'The Conversation' 
To celebrate the first year of 
the podcast series 'Are We 
Nearly There Yet?’ 
we have a special 
conversation between one 
of the nuclear industry’s 
newest recruits and one of 
it’s earliest pioneers. 

Dr Tim Gregory is a geologist who did a PhD in 
cosmochemistry. He became a meteorite scientist 
at the University of Bristol and the British Geological 
Survey until 2020 when he joined the National Nuclear 
Laboratory at Sellafield Ltd as a nuclear analytical chemist. 
He published his popular science book, ‘Meteorite’ in 2020. 
Tim is a scientist, an author and a speaker having appeared 
on television and radio. His own episode of 'Are We Nearly 
There Yet?' can be found here: https://www.podbean.com/ 
ew/pb-gkez5-105b3cf 

Professor Juan Matthews joined the United Kingdom 
Atomic Energy Authority at Harwell in 1962 as a Scientific 
Assistant in the Metallurgy Division. He pioneered uranium 
fuel for the UK’s prototype Advanced Gas-cooled Reactor 
at Windscale before doing a physics degree at Surrey. 
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He has worked on plutonium 
fuels for the UK’s Fast Reactor 

programme. He became 
Programme Manager for 
General Nuclear Safety and 
Fast Reactors. He was 
Regional Director for Asia 

Pacific for AEA Technology 
plc, based in Japan with 

operations also in South Korea, 
Hong Kong, China, Singapore. 

This is a fascinating conversation. 
For more information about Dr Tim Gregory and his 
book, ‘Meteorite', see: https://www.tim-gregory.co.uk/ 

For more information about Prof. Juan Matthews see: 
https://www.linkedin.com/in/juan-matthews-518313/ 
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